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The past 
week has brought its share of challeng-
es, with the announcement of Beston 
entering administration. We’ve been in 
direct contact with all affected mem-
bers and want to reassure everyone 
that all milk collected will be paid for by 
the administrator, regardless of 
Beston’s future direction. 
In times like these, it’s crucial that we 
look out for one another. If you cross 
paths with peers who are impacted, 
please offer your support. Solidarity in 
difficult moments strengthens our in-
dustry. 
This past month saw the 99th Royal Ad-
elaide Agriculture Show at Wayville, a 
true highlight for the agricultural com-
munity. We were also proud to cele-
brate 120 years of the Stock Journal, 
which has chronicled the heartbeat of 
rural life for more than a century. SADA 
was pleased to continue its support of 
the Dairy Exhibition, sponsor the dairy 

cow awards, and host the BBQ for the 
Junior Handlers. These long-standing 
traditions hold a special place in our 
hearts, and we look forward to their 
continued success. 
SADA is pleased to welcome Alistair 
McFarlane as the new Chief Executive 
Officer of Dairysafe. Following a nation-
al recruitment process, Mr. McFarlane 
officially took on the role on 18 Septem-
ber. He brings a wealth of experience 
and passion for agribusiness, food secu-
rity, and dairy safety and has extensive 
executive leadership experience, which 
will help to further Dairysafe’s mission 
of ensuring high food safety standards 
and protecting South Australia’s dairy 
industry. 
We face tough conditions ahead as a 
result of the climatic conditions across 
much of the State. August deliv-
ered below-average rainfall across 
southern South Australia, and the out-
look suggests more challenges. If you 

haven’t already got a plan in place for 
the dry season, time is running out. 
Rainfall deficiencies remain severe 
across the state's agricultural regions, 
and soil moisture is critically low in the 
South East. To add to this, streamflow 
and water storage levels are significant-
ly down, with some reservoirs 10% to 
50% lower than this time last year. 
With these pressures mounting, it's 
more important than ever that we stand 
together and advocate for our future. 
SADA will continue to work tirelessly on 
behalf of South Australian dairy farm-
ers. 
On the water front, SADA continues to 
represent  dairy farmers in a number of 
regions.  These include in the Murray 
Darling Basin, the Lower Limestone 
Coast and the Eastern and Western 
Mount Lofty Ranges.  We continue to 
highlight the importance of water for 
production and its sustainable use in 
the support of economic development 
and vibarant communities. 
Stay resilient, and here's hoping for 
better conditions in the months to 
come. 

From the President  
Robert Brokenshire 

September 2024 

 
If joining the SADA Board is something you’re considering, there are a few ways to take 
the next step. You can reach out directly to the President, Robert Brokenshire, who is 
open to discussing the opportunities and expectations that come with being on the 
board. Additionally, you can review the profiles of current board members to get a 
better understanding of their roles and the expertise they bring. 
If you’re ready to express your interest or have specific questions, dropping a line to 
the SADA office is also an excellent way to start the conversation. You dont have to 
commit to the Board but may be interested in. The SADA team is available to provide 
information about the application process, what’s expected from board members, and 
the benefits of being involved in shaping the future of South Australia's dairy industry. 
Taking the initiative to connect shows your commitment and can help you explore how 
your skills and vision align with SADA’s goals. 

https://dairy-safe.com.au/?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--TmxvfkKkRVLsrXeFjzlp0QtXjg20LvRbpnUQ_93rRpoXc6AdJnX78l5xtMyftF5z_cop9
http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/drought/?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--TmxvfkKkRVLsrXeFjzlp0QtXjg20LvRbpnUQ_93rRpoXc6AdJnX78l5xtMyftF5z_cop9#msdynttrid=iI7Cuyjpj4YKdKtsPJe8ZEqhfBo7r7N1cK1ZI6Spi_w


SA Dairy Sustainability Award 
Mr Mueller was recognised for his commitment to sustainability, which shined through his operations at Riverglen near the Murray. 
Trent prioritises environmental health, cow welfare, and productivity. 
His plans for a fully housed barn system with methane capture and efficient water use underscore his dedication to sustainable farm-
ing practices. 
Trent is driven by the principle of leaving his farm in better condition than he found it, ensuring a positive impact on the environment 
and future generations. 
SADA were a premier partner in the events and the awards align with the objectives of the SA Dairy Action Plan, which focuses on driv-
ing growth, sustainability, and innovation within the industry.  

Sustainability has become a critical focal point for industries worldwide, with the dairy sector being no exception.  SA's dairy industry 
exemplifies how agricultural practices can align with environmental stewardship and social responsibility. 

This commitment is encapsulated in the South Australian Dairy Industry Action Plan and the broader Australian Dairy Sustainability 
Framework, setting a benchmark for future agricultural practices. 

Sustainable dairy farming in SA balances economic viability with environmental protection and social responsibility. 

This holistic approach ensures the industry's resilience and productivity while safeguarding natural resources and supporting local com-
munities. 

The South Australian Dairy Industry Action Plan outlines strategic goals for sustainable growth and innovation. It emphasizes reducing 
environmental impact, enhancing animal welfare, and ensuring economic stability for dairy farmers. 

By promoting efficient water usage, waste reduction, and renewable energy adoption, the plan underscores a commitment to a sus-
tainable future. 

 

Basham's service to dairy sector recognised  
with industry award 
Fifth generation dairy farmer and politician David Basham has been recognised   
for his contribution to the dairy sector with the Brenton Higgins Award. 

https://sada.asn.au/notices/media-releases/bashams-service-to-dairy-sector-recognised-with-industry-award?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--Ln58VMpcYienu7eRwgW0r_ccHYOr8ix7Lj61tqkYE6zJt3wtzH1NHl_4Voco7hlUpxznU


 

We need rural leaders with the skills and knowledge to make informed 

decisions about the future of their enterprises and industries. We also 

know the unique challenges faced by rural women and how important 

grants for women are. That’s why we created the AgriFutures Rural 

Women’s Award – Australia’s leading award empowering and cele-

brating the inclusive and courageous leadership of women involved in 

Australia’s rural and emerging industries, businesses and communities, now and into the future.  

Applications close on Wednesday, 9 October 2024 
 

WoTL’s Stepping into Leadership Program 
After working in retail for most of her life, Shannon Pearson never imagined she’d be-
come a fulltime dairy farmer. It was a transition that started off small. 

At first, she helped her mother-in-law with the business bookwork. Then there was a 
season helping out with calving on the property near Mt Gambier in SA’s South East. The 
more she did, the more she realised she enjoyed farm life. The only thing holding her 
back from taking on more was a lack of confidence in her skills. Now, thanks to WoTL’s 
Stepping Into Leadership Program, Shannon has found the confidence and a network of 
supportive connections which led her to embrace fulltime farming. 

Shannon met her husband Adrian, a third-generation dairy farmer, in the late 1990s and 
the couple built their home together on his family’s farm in 2003. “I’d worked in retail 
forever and when I moved onto the farm people asked if I’d be milking cows soon and I 
always said ‘no thank you I have my own fulltime job’,” she said.“I had my own job in 
retail management, and then I took time off when I had my two boys, but I went back 
parttime afterwards. Every year my husband asked if I wanted to help with the calving, 
and I always said ‘no thank you’. “After about six or seven years of him asking, I said yes. 
I went out and helped the woman we had doing it back then and I found I really enjoyed 
it. After a couple of seasons, she left and I was thrown into it. “Around that time, I also 
took on a bigger role with the books as my mother-in-law was wanting to do less.” 

When her husband needed shoulder surgery, Shannon took on more farm work, helping out in the dairy with milking cows.  With every 
new farm challenge she took on, Shannon looked for ways to upskill. She completed online training with Dairy Australia, but wanted to 
build on her knowledge further. 

Please contact us to express your interest in the 2025 Stepping into Leadership Program. 

https://agrifutures.com.au/opportunities/rural-womens-award/?fbclid=IwY2xjawFUnxtleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHVbsB95_r7cglVkfC7_Ff1SEYI5xfMDgx1m42XXU4lk0Gxx1BWARL3ZNog_aem_fbtKEg_Wr6LPPg7PGBl0iA&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--TmxvfkKkRVLsrXeFjzlp0Q
https://agrifutures.com.au/opportunities/rural-womens-award/?fbclid=IwY2xjawFUnxtleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHVbsB95_r7cglVkfC7_Ff1SEYI5xfMDgx1m42XXU4lk0Gxx1BWARL3ZNog_aem_fbtKEg_Wr6LPPg7PGBl0iA&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--TmxvfkKkRVLsrXeFjzlp0Q
https://22106796.hubspotpreview-na1.com/_hcms/preview/email/177731595131?portalId=22106796&preview_key=NcPxVFeo&_preview=true&from_buffer=false&cacheBust=0&hsPreviewerApp=email#top
https://wotl.com.au/contact-us/?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--TmxvfkKkRVLsrXeFjzlp0QtXjg20LvRbpnUQ_93rRpoXc6AdJnX78l5xtMyftF5z_cop9
https://nff.org.au/media-centre/?utm_term=N%2FA&utm_campaign=SN%3A%20NFF%20CEO%20Tony%20Mahar%20resigns%20de9448&utm_content=NFF%20CEO%20Tony%20Mahar%20resigns&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8dTV7_g4zuKTGrSih7zb7ZkpovZ2M6KCvRe5Sp2PkZKd
https://www.nbnco.com.au/campaigns/innovate-with-nbn-grants-program?fbclid=IwY2xjawFZmRpleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHQ5h2TjQSP7y799bp0c1xBwj-2XuHAbjbtEgWY3fDikKmVw3fredXpVIOQ_aem_q1WZEkqmJYLUZIySGh8khQ&mibextid=xfxF2i&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANq


 

WFI SADA Partnership:  
If you take out a policy with WFI,  

SADA receives a commission  
from WFI of 7.5% of the  

policy premium.   
 

Make sure when your next speaking with WFI that you mention your a 
SADA Member to get the discounts.   

Safe and Secure Storage: A Smart Investment - A Bunded Chemical Shed provides an affordable, secure solution for      
leftover hazardous materials, ensuring compliance and safety for your family and workers. 

Easy to Transport and Install Flat-packed panels and a 700kg slab make it easy to move and install. Simply bolt the      
panels to the precast floor and attach vents. 

Customizable The user handles site-specific plumbing, making it a flexible, safe storage investment for your farm.  

 

We support Food On The Table - FOTT charity receive a $10 donation from Garden Master for every quote in 2024.  

Our target is 1,000 quotes. “NO ONE GOES HUNGRY”  

National Drought Agreement  
The Australian Government, in partnership with the South Australian Government, is offering    
resources to help farmers facing challenges due to the lack of rain. Through the National Drought 
Agreement 2024-2029, various support programs are available, regardless of drought declarations, 
so farmers can access aid when they need it most. Support measures include: 

• Rural financial counselling 

• Tax and income support 

• Low-interest loans 
These resources are designed to provide assistance before, during, and after droughts, ensuring 

that farmers don’t have to wait to seek help. To find out more about the Australian Government programs, visit drought.gov.au. Addi-
tionally, the South Australian Department of Primary Industries and Regions (DPIR) also offers essential drought resources, which can 
be explored on their website. 

It’s important that farmers don’t face these challenges alone. We encourage open conversations with farm advisers, agronomists, ac-
countants, suppliers, bankers, and even local community groups or charities. Everyone has a role to play in supporting each other dur-
ing tough times. 

By working together and connecting farmers to the right resources, we can help ease some of the burdens that come with dry condi-

tions. Reach out to your fellow farmers, share this information, and let's make sure no one is left struggling in silence. Stay safe.  

Dairy Australia - Managing during drought and recovering from drought  

https://www.wfi.com.au/
https://www.wfi.com.au/
https://sadafresh.com.au/?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--ghm_Pigstj8Vbns7_mflxFQHCr1bMzZk5Aaau0ZdjPgvk3KUX4OzjxCT3bReuTAgPD3zA
https://www.facebook.com/dodairysa?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--ghm_Pigstj8Vbns7_mflxFQHCr1bMzZk5Aaau0ZdjPgvk3KUX4OzjxCT3bReuTAgPD3zA
http://www.foodonthetable.org.au/?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8dTV7_g4zuKTGrSih7zb7ZkpovZ2M6KCvRe5Sp2PkZKdoR8TuIpbyxMvj56F3zEkZtZIXd
http://www.foodonthetable.org.au/?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8dTV7_g4zuKTGrSih7zb7ZkpovZ2M6KCvRe5Sp2PkZKdoR8TuIpbyxMvj56F3zEkZtZIXd
https://gardenmaster.net.au/product/chemical-sheds/?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8dTV7_g4zuKTGrSih7zb7ZkpovZ2M6KCvRe5Sp2PkZKdoR8TuIpbyxMvj56F3zEkZtZIXd
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/agriculture-land/farm-food-drought/drought/drought-policy/national-drought-agreement?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8dTV7_g4zuKTGrSih7zb7ZkpovZ2M6KCvRe5Sp2PkZKdoR8TuIpbyxMvj56F3zEkZtZIXd
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/agriculture-land/farm-food-drought/drought/drought-policy/national-drought-agreement?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8dTV7_g4zuKTGrSih7zb7ZkpovZ2M6KCvRe5Sp2PkZKdoR8TuIpbyxMvj56F3zEkZtZIXd
https://drought.gov.au/?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8dTV7_g4zuKTGrSih7zb7ZkpovZ2M6KCvRe5Sp2PkZKdoR8TuIpbyxMvj56F3zEkZtZIXd
https://www.dairyaustralia.com.au/issues-and-emergencies/extreme-weather/drought-support?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8dTV7_g4zuKTGrSih7zb7ZkpovZ2M6KCvRe5Sp2PkZKdoR8TuIpbyxMvj56F3zEkZtZIXd


SNAPSHOTS in DAIRY 

https://takingstock.community/?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8dTV7_g4zuKTGrSih7zb7ZkpovZ2M6KCvRe5Sp2PkZKdoR8TuIpbyxMvj56F3zEkZtZIXd
https://ifarmwell.com.au/?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8dTV7_g4zuKTGrSih7zb7ZkpovZ2M6KCvRe5Sp2PkZKdoR8TuIpbyxMvj56F3zEkZtZIXd
https://open.spotify.com/show/2XnaiE7xOR0iuWqOd29TvG?si=7f876760ac354861&nd=1&dlsi=e5fe61edb3a64b79&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8dTV7_g4zuKTGrSih7zb7ZkpovZ2M6KCvRe5Sp2PkZKdoR8TuIpbyxMvj56F3zEkZtZIXd
https://www.pir.sa.gov.au/emergencies_and_recovery/funding_and_support/fabm?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8dTV7_g4zuKTGrSih7zb7ZkpovZ2M6KCvRe5Sp2PkZKdoR8TuIpbyxMvj56F3zEkZtZIXd
https://www.fatfarmers.com/get-involved?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8dTV7_g4zuKTGrSih7zb7ZkpovZ2M6KCvRe5Sp2PkZKdoR8TuIpbyxMvj56F3zEkZtZIXd

