













































































































































































































































































/ would like lo stress fo members 1hal your Execulive has done a /ot of work and played a
key role 1 Equalization developmerits. There have been various claims about who hHas

done what. / just wart lo assure you all that the Execulive Committee has beeﬂ nghting very
hard for what it believes /s best for you.

The Hefngeration Tax has caused a /ot of work and whilst there are stll one or fwo
aaministrative maltlers 7emy Inglis has fo clear up, / can tell you that the Minister has agreed
to amend the regu/ations in 7997 in a manner that will benelit &/ rarmers n South Australa.
/in the next Jourmal we will publist a full explanation of what we have aclieved.

On a very positive note / belleve that a new gopomtment o the Flaxley staff will be made
soon. This will be lo a halflime velerinary research position which will focus on
reproduction problems. SADA has been batting fo establish such a position lhrough the

Caltle Compensation Fund Advisory Commillee /or a few years now. It seems It has been
worthw/le.

7The lentative date for the official opening of the FHaxley Research Centre is 1 November
7990 so pencil it info your diaries.

ALLAN MANNING, GENERAL PRES/IDENT

GREEN PAPER REVIEW

REASONS FOR THE REVIEW

Legislation is designed to ensure the long term community interest is protected. With the growth
of regulatory legislation some conflicts have arisen and there have been significant calls for less
regulation in a number of areas.

The Government has stated its concern to maintain a regulatory system which includes the
necessary safeguards against potential health risks and trading malpractices, but is also
committed to reducing the burden on the community and business of any unnecesary or
outdated regulatory mechanisms and to stteamlining those which are needed.

The government through the Attorney-General has established an ‘automatic’ revocation

program incorporated in the Subordinate Legislation Act to provide a timetable for legislative
review.

This program encourages the thoughtful review and assessment of the purposes of legislation
and regulatory means of achieving those purposes by placing an expiry timetable on the
regulations under all legislation.

The paper is the initial stage of the review process required under the ‘automatic revocation
program’.

SCOPE OF REVIEW

It should be noted that there are two Acts regulating the South Australian Dairy Industry,
namely the Dairy Industry Act, 1928 and the Metropolitan Milk Supply Act, 1946. Between
1928 and 1946 the Dairy Industry Act applied throughout the State. When the Metropolitan



Milk Supply Act was introduced to regulate the supply of fresh milk and cream to the
metropolitan area, a metropolitan milk production area was defined. The Dairy Industry Act

now applies only to the dairy industry outside the metropolitan supply area’and to the
manufacture of other milk products statewide.

This paper reviews, both Acts and the regulations under both Acts. The reasons for the focus
taken are

(7) the Commonwealth Industries Commission is to review the Australian dairy industry starting
in the second half of 1990,

(7r) that review will precede further negotiations between Australia and New Zealand of the
‘Closer Economic Relations’ Agreement and hence

(7ir) any changes to state Acts may be overridden by changes in Commonwealth legislation.

OBJECTIVES OF THE REVIEW

(7) To avoid duplication between government agencies.
(71) To update legislation and regulations in accordance with present requirements.
(2r7) To eliminate unnecessary regulation where possible.

(7v) To maintain community health safeguards without sacrificing technological flexibility.

METHOD OF REVIEW

The procedure requires examination of the following matters:

¢Z)background to the legislation and regulations;

(2) objectives of the legislation and regulations;

(3) alternate ways of meéting the objectives, including total deregulation;

(#) assurance that the regulations are a least cost option for meeting the objectives; and

(3) the benefits of the regulations outweigh the costs to the government and the community.

““Accept the challenges,
so that you may fee( the
exhilaration of victory.”’

General George $. Patwn

.......................









control; unless the whole industry
is organized as large manufactur-
ing or commercial or banking
concerns are, namely, with branch
establishments carrying on as
self-contained units under the
direction of the central board of
directors. Dairying lends itself to
such a plan as this.

“An ideal basic principle would
be farmer-ownership of the indus-
try from top to bottom. In each
State there would be one, and
only one, co-operative manufac-
turing and marketing company.
These six companies would own
the factories in their States, and in
turn would be owned by a central
company. From this it follows that
the central company would be in
the position of ownlng at the
moment of manufacture the pro-
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duct of all the factories in Austra-
lia, and of being able to market
that product how, when, where,
and at whatever price it wished.

“The spirit of the dairy farmer is
the co-operative spirit. Is it strong
enough, under able and enlight-
ened leadership, to carry the in-
dustry along the steps necessary
to solve its marketing problems?
The author believes that it is. He
believes that such a plan as he
has outlined above, if properly
developed and properly
explained to the dairy farmers of
Australia, would meet with their
unqualified approval. They have
been nurtured on the doctrine of
co-operation, and such a plan for
the control of their industry from
top to bottom would seize upon
and hold their imaginations.” [pp

DID YOU KNOW

average,

than

With butterfat at $5.00 per kg that means

100 cow herd returned an extra $11,529 with a cost
of only $1,228.00!

My deflation was brought
about by finding out that my
whee! was wntlen aboul inr
1934 by Mr. Maynard,

!/ wonder how many fimes the
wheel!/ has been re-invenfed
by people who lried fo solve
a probfem themselves rather
than using fhe co-operalive
spirit and reading about it or
discussing it with those who
share fike concerns.

/t suggests fo me hat com-
municalion /s the crucial key
fo many of our percefved pro-
blems.

TERRY INGL/S

that,

the State's average

each

IS THERE ANY BETTER INVESTMENT AVAILABLE

IN THE DAIRY INDUSTRY TODAY?

Herd Improvement
Services Of S.A.

49 MAIN STREET, YANKALILLA 5203
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Co-op. Ltd.

Telephone: (085) 58 2277

on
Herd Tested cows produced 549 litres more
cow per lactation

per cow production last year®
®






FARMERS TAP INTO PERMANENT
PRODUCTIVITY IMPROVEMENT

The earlier release of the Australian Breeding Values (ABV’s) this year means
that more farmers have the opportunity to use breeding strategies. dairyfarmers
around the country can maximise productivity by using the sires with highest
ABV’s for production traits.

The majority of dairyfarmers use artificial insemination to breed their

replacement stock. The best breeding animals are identified through the

Australian Dairy Herd Improvement Scheme, which applies sophisticated

computing technolo \g'/y to national dairy performance records to generate
a

Australian Breeding Values (ABV’s). The majority of dairy cows are performance
recorded.

Funded and managed by dairyfarmers, the scheme is in its eighth year of
operation. During this time there has been on-going research and development
to refine the system to identify the animals of highest genetic merit. A result of
these improved procedures has been to release results earlier.

ABV’s are a measure of the ability of an animal to pass on superior genetics to
its offspring. The graph below illustrates that by using artificial- breeding sires
with ABV’s, farmers on the average, are breeding replacements which are better
genetically than if they had used natural-breeding bulls. (see graph, Genetic
‘Trends of Australian Dairy Cows).

When farmers breed young cows in their herds to AB sires, then the overall
effect on the population average, as shown in this graph, is that the next

generation of young cows will have the breeding for even greater productivity
improvement.

Once animals of superior genetic merit are introduced to the farmer’s breeding
programme, the gains in productivity are there forever - a foundation for
improvements in other farm operations. The trend of improving genetic merit
should continue to rise for considerable years to come.

E nd Fi
The scheme makes available sire listings of the ABV’s for a number of
characters. As well as Production traits, ABV’s are calculated for Milking Speed,
Temperament, Likeability, Survival, and a host of conformation traits. For the
Production ABV’s, Workability ABV’s and Survival ABV’s, please write to
ADHIS Pty. Ltd., First Floor, 1601 Malvern Road, Glen Ins Victoria 3146,
enclosing a cheque for $20.00 which includes postage. Type ABV booklets will be

available for $20.00 as will listings of the top 2000 ABV Cows at $20.00 for
Friesians, $20.00 for Jerseys and $10.00 for each of the other breeds.

Farmers Can Assess The Genetic Progress of Their Herd

While farmers select semen on the basis of the ABV’s, those farmers herd-testing
also receive ABV’s on their cows. A measure of the genetic progress being made
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in individual herds is the Herd Average ABV. Listed below is the National
Distribution for Herd Average Fat Plus Protein ABV’S. Farmers can find where
their herd average lies in the Top 50%.

The figures below are based on all herds with greater than 40 Holstein-Friesian
or 40 Jersey cows (greater than 20 cows in a herd for other breeds):

TOp TOP TOP TOP TOP TOP TOP
No. of 50% 40% 30% 20% 10% % %
Herds Used

HOLSTEIN-FRIESIAN 4,370

Herd Average Fat Plus Protein ABV 11 13 15 17 19 21 23
(Rounded to Whole Number)

JERSEY 1,176

Herd Average Fat Plus Protein ABV 7 11 14 17 21 23 27
(Rounded to Whole Number)

ILLAWARRA 235

Herd Average Fat Plus Protein ABV -3 -1 1 2 4 7 11
{Rounded to Whole Number)

AYRSHIRE 97

Herd Average Fat Plus Protein ABV -3 -2 1 5 9 16 21
(Rounded to Whole Number)

GUERNSEY 89

Herd Average Fat Plus Protein ABV 2 3 6 8 11 16 18

(Rounded to Whole Number)

Nore: ABV’s are breed specificc. An ABV for a Jersey animal cannot be
compared with an ABV for an Illawarra, etc.

So, if a Holstein-Friesian herd has an Average Fat Plus Protein ABV of 17, that
herd is among the Top 20% in Australia for Fat Plus Protein ABV. Likewise
Illawarra herds with at least 20 cows of the Illawarra breed in that herd with an
Average Fat Plus Protein ABV of -3 are among the Top 50% of all
production-recorded Illawarra herds receiving ABV’s.

Mark Jeffries, Executive Officer
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lowest SCCs possible, within
reason, to maximize the ani-
mal’s productivity and the
processor’s ability to process
milk and milk products.

Although you may
experience more flareups
due to environmental bac-
teria, the benefits from a low
herd SCC will far outweigh
this change in type of infec-
tion.

You are well advised to dis-
cuss this with your
veterinarian also. In some
cases, low SCC herds are
more at risk than others due
to environmental conditions.

7leb We have been on
the Ontario DHI's indivi-
dual cow SCC for one
year now. We find it of
litle value since cows
may have visible mastitis
three times before we get
our sheets back. How is
this service of value?

Answer: Ontario DHl’s in-
dividual cow SCC testing
program is seldom used as a
tool for identifying flareups
before they happen. Also, it
should not be used as a
basis for treating cows in
lactation. This should only
be done by laboratory identi-
fication of specific infections
and drug sensitivity. Indivi-
dual SCC is simply a moni-
toring device to determine
items such as:

7] Which cows have consis-
tently high SCCs? Such
cows should be milked last
or separately, possibly sam-
pled for infection identifica-
tion or culied.

/f) Are cows calving with
high SCCs and staying high?
This may warrant a change
in dry cow treatment, dry
cow housing or calving facili-
ties.

#f) Do cows fluctuate with
high and low counts over a
six-month period? This often
indicates spontaneous
environmental infection or
teat injuries. Improvements
may be necessary in certain
areas of the environment.

Ontario DH!I and the Ontario
Ministry of Agriculture and
Food both have more detail
fact-sheets on this subject.
Interpretation of your sheets
is usually the first item we
address when performing a
farm evaluation.

3‘«- Is udder wash
needed to prepare cows?
Many of my neighbours
have been advised to
‘‘dry stimulate’’. They
simply rub the cows’s
udder with a single dry
paper and attach the unit.
We are considering the
same.

Answer: Cornell University
research in 1988 has shown
that udder washing has only
a minimal advantage in con-
trolling new mastitis infec-
tions. “Dry stimulating” is a
better procedure than wet-
ting teats if you don’t
thoroughly dry. However,
this procedure often results
in very dry, scaling teat skin.
Most udder washes marke-
ted in Ontario have germici-
dal, detergent, and skin con-
ditioning properties. We pre-
fer to use udder wash
applied with either an indivi-

dual paper or a very fine
diluted spray. This
encourages additional udder
stimulation from the person
preparing the udder, appears
to improve teat skin con-
dition and provides deter-
gent if some dirty teats are
encountered.

4‘-‘- Does a change in
feed cause mastitis or a
high SCC? We find that
when we switch grain
mixes or minerals, we get
more flareups.

Answer- BResearch has
shown little relationship bet-
ween nutrition and mastitis.
The only well-documented
data indicate that a defi-
ciency in Vitamin E,
selenium or both may be
related to udder heaith.

Ohio and Pennsylvania
research on environmental
intramammary infection
shows a 37 per cent reduc-
tion in clinical mastitis and a
62 per cent decrease in
duration of clinical symp-
toms when adequately sup-
plemented Vitamin E and
selenium in the dry period
also show a decreased in-
cidence of new infections
pre- and post-partum.

To reach suitable blood
plasma levels of these
nutrients, it is suggested that
lactating selenium suppie-
ment should consist of three
mg per day in the dry period
and six to seven mg per day
during lactation. Recommen-
dations for Vitamin E range
from 400 to 600 international
units (IU) during lactation
and 800 to 1,000 U during
the dry period. You should
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WHAT IS IT?

Recently at the SADA conference we ran a competition about the graph above, asking
what it represented and what it meant i dollars. By now some of you know what it is.
For those of you who are still wondering, here is the explanation.

The Y axis (upright axis) is litres of milk in the vat. The X axis (horizontal axis) is time,
in months of the year. '

The jagged, bottom line is the actual production achieved by a 107 cow March calving
seasonal herd in 1989-90. The smooth top line is the potential production of that same
herd for 1989-90.

The difference between the two lines (the shaded area) is potential production ‘lost’ that
year and most probably due to the cows not being fully fed during the winter months.
The number of litres 'lost’ from May to September is 75 000 litres (each square is
equivalent to 5 000 litres).

At a value of 21 cents per litre the 'lost’ production is worth $15 750. Some of the lost
production can be made up by better pasture management. Depending on your
situation it may not be economic to do anything about the lost production after
September.
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SOIL & PLANT TESTING Dale C. Lewis

With an ever increasing spiral in fertiliser prices, Senjor Soils
the need to use the most appropriate product at . Officer
the correct rate is essential. One aid to getting

this decision right is soil and plant analysis. % DREAC

Soil testing has over the years received varying

degrees of support from both researchers and farmers. A soil test is of little use until it has .
been calibrated to plant response in field experiments. Adequate calibration requires

numerous experiments on the soils to be tested and the pasture or crop grown. An example

of a locally calibrated soil phosphorus test for legume pasture developed in the South East

is shown in Figure 1. The value of this test is in predicting those soils where a phosphorus

response can be expected («20ppm) or where no response will be observed (>25ppm).

Note: This test only shows the likelihood of a response; the actual rate of phosphorus to

apply needs to be calculated by balancing removal.
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A similar relationship has been developed for potassium.

Soil PH is the other test generally performed on a soil sample. The test is a good guide to
selecting the most appropriate species for a soil. It is worth noting that PH is generally
measured in water, but some labs are now using calcium chloride. Soil PH's measured in
calcium chloride are generally 0.7 to 1.0 unit lower than those measured in water.

Although some laboratories perform trace eiement tests on soil samples the interpretation of
these results suffer from the lack of good calibrations. As such plant analysis offers an
alternative approach to assessing trace element status. Excellent pasture test calibrations

have been developed for copper and zinc. Critical values of 6 and 20ppm have been
derived respectively.

Remember soil and plant tests are an aid to making better decisions, but only when those
tests are accurately calibrated are the values worth the paper they are printed on.
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Dear Editor,

Our partnership has been discussing recently the
constant reference made by our company to the
comparisons to be drawn between Victoria and South
Australia with respect to pricing of milk. We are in a
dilemma.

Is our company right in comparing Victorian and
South Australian pricing? Would it not be more
correct to compare us with say New South Wales or
Queensland where market milk sales are higher as a
proportion of milk sales? Do the market milk ratios
have any bearing on the spurious comparisons of our
company?

Concerned Partnership
(Name and Address Supplied)

Dear Concerned Partnership,

You are correct. 1t is more appropriate in terms of pricing
regimes to compare South Australia with Qusens[amz New
South Wales and Western Australia. Victoria and Tasmania
have a different product mix because of their relatively [ow
market milk sales. Price paid for non-cheese/butter product
mixes should be higher. South Australia is still a significant
cheddar production centre and the quality of cheese ensures
its sales. Our proximity to Victoria is a complication
highlighted by the activities of one company who advised
SADA they would bring a small amount of milk into this
State from Victoria. This was to end in June but there are
rumours that S5 to 6 tanker loads of milk are still crossing
into our State. For the sake of that company 1 hope that it is
not true.







results.

Howe-
ver, we

Safety is everybody’s con-

cern, but all too often
nobody is concerned. Safety
for tanker drivers depends
on lots of people’s concern,
not the least their own.
However, tanker drivers’
safety also depends on the
concern of hundreds of far-
mers whose milk they col-
lect.

AWARENESS -
SAFETY IS EVERY-
- BODY’S BUSINESS

i We are all inescapably in-
volved in safety and accident
prevention because we ALL
pay for ALL accidents
whether we like it or not.

We pay in the form of
increased taxes required to
subsidise health care, and
increased
miums required to allow
payments for restoring pro-
perty losses and paying for
medical costs. Lawyers also
extract fat fees. Those alone
are more than enough rea-
sons for us all to declare
“safety is my business”.

Another important reason
for everybody to take an
interest in safety is that
everybody can do something
useful. The only problem
here is that the better we do
it, the less we have to show
for it - positive safety action
produces negative accident

insurance pre-.

all  see
things differently, and we all
see different things; noticing
safety hazards i1s a case in
point. All of us can spot some
hazards, but none of us can
spot all hazards, so if we all
do or say something about
those we see there is a good
chance most hazards can be
avoided. The rem-edies are

usually the easy part of the
exercise.

AWARENESS OF RISKS

If we “think safety” for our-
selves we will gradually deve-
lop an eye for hazrds and
potential hazards to us and
others. These can vary from
obvious things like holes in
the ground or slippery steps to
risky pratices and taking un-
necessary short cuts.

" ACTION

Risks are often noticed but
neglected. There is no excuse
for this. Anybody can be for-
given for failing to notice a
hazard, but it is simply irres-
ponsible not to do something
about it.

ACCESS ROADS - IS
YOURS SAFE?

One safety aspect of milk -

pick-up that can easily be
neglected is the access road
into the dairy. This road must
be able to withstand the heavy
tanker about four times a

week . all year round -
punishing treatment for
most farm tracks and dri-
veways. And the risks are
high Apart from the danger
of the tanker getting stuck
or damaged, poorly made
and laid out roads result in ~
waste of the driver’s time
and undue wear and tear on
the tanker. The driver may
even refuse to enter the 1
property.

If the present roadway does
not shape up, farmers
should take steps to im-
prove the situation before
the roadway becomes un-
usable, the tanker is dama-
ged or somebody (even
yourself) is injured. Either
way your milk pick-up can
be jeapoardized.

available from your local
district council.

Always keep in mind:

The road should fol-
low the shortest
route - avoid un-
drained areas, steep
slopes and very
sharp turns.

® A Joop mnear the
dairy allows the tan-
ker to be driven
away without revers-

ing.

®  Stock grids must be
strongly built - rein--
forced concrete
foundations ‘and rail-
way rails or 3in (7-
1/2cm) water piping
is ideal.

If the road mneeds to be
re-made, expert advice is

22.



FOR SALE

700 litre working

"Dairy Cold Milk Vat"

single phase motor

Phone: Dennis Schulz
Eudunda (085) 811148

WANTED TO BUY

2000 litre milk vat
(round vat preferred)

Phone : Dennis Schulz
Eudunda (085) 811148

CONCRETE SAFETY
GROOVING

NON-SLIP DAIRY
YARDS

PIGGERIES
WALK WAYS
DRIVE WAYS

- PHONE:
TAILEM BEND
(085) 325599

WORK EXPERIENCE WANTED Raymond Gresham is 17 years of age and currently
studying Farm Management full-time at the Queensland Agricultural College. To
complete his course, Raymond needs 50 days (at least) of work experience during
mid-December to end-January on a dairy farm. He is from a dairy farming family, is
keen, honest and reliable. He is skilled in tractor and machinery work, looking after
stock, milking and has completed an artificial insemination course. lf anyone is
interested, please contact:

Raymond Gresham - Farm 11, M.S. 624, Gympie QLD 4570 Ph: (074) 835130 OR
Mark Holmes - 60 Moculta Road, Angaston SA 5353 Ph: (085) 642382





































FEDERAT

INSURANCE |

General President, Allan Manning, and Executive Officer, Terry
Inglis recently met with the senior management team of Federation
in South Australia, Graham Bagnall and Paul Kerin, to monitor
progress since the insurance review undertaken last year.

"It was very pleasing to have some very GOOD news with respect
to Federation policies for dairy farmers passed on to us at
that meeting. "Mr: Manning said, "I believe that the thorough
review and the willingness of members to bring their problems
to our attention have helped Federation make some positive
improvements which will please many of our members'.

"All we ask is that members give Federation a chance to tell
them individually about the latest changes that have been made,"
Mr. Manning added.

Some concern about itemised accounts for taxation purposes can
be overcome by consultation with your regional Federation agent.
The consolidated renewal time to be incorporated by your local
agent.

"Please make sure you work vyour local agent off his feet,
providing you with the service you want," Mr. Manning advised.

N EWS (HOW THE WEST WAS WON))

Bob Snewin has been ADC Manager for South
Australia and the Northern Territory for the past 2
years. As you read this Journal Bob has been
appointed manager for Western Australia as well. d

Those who know Bob admire his enthusiasm and his
energy and drive. The challenge for Bob is to have as
big an impact on the West as he has had here.

I am sure all SADA members wish Bob weil with his
new additional role. If anybody can tame SA, WA,
and NT Bob Snewin can. Members might like to'
know that Bob’s nickname is TINT - because he
carries so many kit bags.
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in looking at CER and its likely
effect on Australian dalry farmers,
perhaps we shouid also look at the
~lobal situation of supply and
-emand for food.

Several key issues evolve.

1. The inability of fast growing
countries in East Asia - pacific
Regions to meet their own food
requirements offers good pro-
spects for food exporters.

2. Demand will be first for feed
grain, oil meal and vegetable
oil, dairy products, meat, fruit
and vegetables.

3. No or very little growth in export
opportunity to the United States
or the E.E.C.

The biggest single factor in the
world food market over the next 10
years will be the ever widening gap
between grain production and con-
sumption in developing countries
including China and the centrally
planned economies such as the
U.S.S.R. Countries who consume
rice as a basic staple are switching
to wheat for variety of diet and
countries who eat maize are
switching to wheat and rice, ali
these countries show a shift toward
meat and dairy products, vegetable
oil, fruit and vegetables, increasing
meat and dairy products also in-
creases the use of feed grain.
These 2 products are strongly in-
fluenced by increased per capita
incomes, mostly in Asia which
holds more than half the worlds
population.

Countries with agricultural poten-
tial, the U.S., Canada, Australia,
Argentina, Brazil and New Zealand
are stepping in to fili this gap
between production and consump-
tion.

Real gross domestic product in
China grew 9.7% between 1680-
89. Population grew 1.25%. Nearly
all Asian countries are similar, Latin
America and Africa are quite the

reverse., Agriculture growth in
China during that same period rose
only 6.7%, African agriculture rose
1.2%.

New Zealand sees Asia as an area
of real export potential filling In
countries such as China's and
india's self sufficlency gaps. Re-
strictions and limitations likely are
trade embargoes, tariffs and pro-
duction subsidies Imposed either
real or manufactured for political
reasons.

Free trade as opposed to agricul-
tural protectionism would improve
New Zealand’s trade position by
$2.4 billion due to dairy and meat
exports and Australia’s by $3.2
billion due to meat, wheat, dairy
products and sugar. The E.E.C. by
contrast would see its trade
balance reduced by $9 billion by
reduced production of other
exports than meat and dairy pro-
ducts. World prices would increase
22% from 1988 levels. Largest in-
creases wouid be meat 21%, wheat
37%, sugar 53% and dairy pro-
ducts a whopping 65%. Japan
would increase agricultural imports
by $7 billion. Largest increases
would be meat $3 billion, rice $2.4
billion and dairy products $0.8
billion. .

And what of the new Eastern
Europe and the U.S.5.R.? Only the
U.S.5.R. holds any real hope after
basic economic reforms are begun.
East Germany will fall under E.E.C.
common agricultural policy, Poland

-and Hungary are already export

livestock products countries.

C.E.R. between New Zealand and
Australia presents no huge market
at the present time. Given the
figures just quoted, the two coun-
tries have similar size dairy indus-
tries in total size. In 88/89 New
Zealand produced 6773 million
litres, Australla 6300 mtilion litres or
93% of New Zealand production.
Australia uses 1695 million litres of
its milk for market milk, almost 4
times that of New Zealand Australia
manufactures 4605 million litres
against New Zealand's 68480 million
litres. However New Zealand
exports 1507 million litres to prefer-
red export countries such as
Europe and North America against
Australia 69 million litres or just
4.57% to good returning exports of
New Zealand's export.

This is very significant for the New
Zealand industry as a loss of some
or all of its preferred market would
put great pressure on New Zealand
to channel some of this product
toward Australia, thus putting strain
on Australian dairyfarmers.

Major differences between coun-
tries are:-

0O New Zealand has a co-op
company structure supported
by total control through the
New Zealand dairy board -
Australia has a mixed company
structure supported by the
Kerin levy on exports.

0 New Zealand has good access
to E.E.C. and U.S. markets -
Australia has poor access.

0 The New Zealand Dairy Board
support domestic prices but not
by legisiation as does the Kerin
levy.

There are 3 important facts about
AN CER TA.

1. There is an obligation on both
countries to co-operate on 3rd
markets.

2. Both countries are obliged to
work for the development of a
single integrated market for
dairy products consistent with
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fair completion and free trade.

3. The agreement obligates New
Zealand "to act in relation to
sales to Australia in the same
way it does when selling in the
New Zealand domestic market."

With petrcl at 82.5¢/l, power at
ieast equal to South Australia's
power costs, denkavit at $55 per
bag, oats at $250 per tonne, barley
$300 per tonne and baled meadow
hay at $4 per bale, herd test fees
as high as $33 per cow many
would say we couid more than
match the New Zealand industry.

Milk returns for the year ending
June wili vary between $5.80 and
$6.20 averaging $6.00 per kg fat
for manufacturing milk. Odd fac-
tories will pay as high as $7.30 for
special product milk. Town milk or
city milk as we know it returns
$9.50 kg for contract milk, seasonal
bonus May, June/July aftracts
£7.50 incentive bonus, making a
total of %13.50 kg/bf. These prices
are being paid by a New Zealand
dairy company which has 4700
suppliers and controls nearly 37%
of New Zealand milk. Their intake
exceeds 13.5 miilion litres a day. In
just 21 days in November they
would handle more than the entire
Central Region of South Australia's
yearly production!

Limited areas of South Australia
could hope to equal the growth of
grass obtained in most parts of
New Zealand. The area below a
line between Frances-Padthaway
and Kingston and perhaps the
Murray Swamps would probably
give similar results but.at the pre-
sent we could never hope to match
the enthusiasm or drive that New
Zealand farmers have. This inbuiit
care for the industry is also main-
tained by other personnel within
~ the industry. Take for example the
current inability of processors to set

a price for product in South Austra-
lia would not be tolerated by New
Zealand farmers. One processor or
another would not have many sup-
pliers left at this'tme if it could not
make a commitment to its sup-
pliers. New Zealand farmers take a
very solid Interest in the overall
health of their industry. One of my
hosts was Deputy Chairman of a
large co-op. At an ADFF tour social
gathering he spoke for longer than
some of his co-op's members
thought necessary. Minutes later
he was informed he would not be
receiving their votes at the next
September election. | have since
heard he is not standing for re-
election as a board member!

New Zealand farmers are not at ali
tolerant of their company personnel
making slow decisions. Perfor-
mance on and off the field is
paramount.

New Zealand dairy farmers milk an
average of 158 cows. Milked on
185 acres (67 ha) producing 3400
litres per cow at 4.7% fat or 160 kg
per cow. This is expected to rise to
187 cows at 3800 litres at 4.5% fat
or 171 kg per cow by the year
2000. If an annual 5% inflation rate
occurs the current $6 pay out will
have to increase to $9.77 over the
same period. Milk fat during this
time will not increase in value,
stopping around $2 per kg and
being used more and more as a
flavour; protein will increase to
roughly $7.77. It is predicted the
protein pay out will be approxi-
mately 4 times that of milk fat and
the volume penaity wiil disappear.

Current values at Waikato are
$2.70.49 kg fat, $4.49.99 kg pro-
tein less 3.5c/litre cartage, return-
ing an average 28.S3c/litre New
Zealand dairy company figures.

As of 1st July 1980, New Zealand
expected returns will fall from $6 kg
to $4 kg milkk fat. Most dairy
farmers see this as a guide only
expecting to receive in the vicinity
of $4.80 to $5.20 by next June,
92% of the $4.00 will be paid as an

opening price with 3 step ups
expected during the vyear. All
prices | have quoted are in New
Zealand dollars at the current
exchange rate of $1.34 to $1.00
Australian. The figures are near
75% expressed as Australian dol-
lars.

" { believe South Australia has an

industry which could compete on
niche markets with New Zealand
but it needs farmers to have drive
and the Kiwi enthuslasm to keep
the industry on its toes.

We may not have milking machines
with 8 inch milk lines or milk
harvesters that record all milk and
divert coiostrum and penicillin trea-
ted milk automatically or separate
milk from air just at this moment.
These things may just be months
aweay from instailation. We do have
potential as | have said previously.
We may not-be able to deveiop
properties for less than $15 per kg
fat as New Zealand has been able
to do in the south island, but we do
have plenty of space or acres on
which to do it

Victoria and Tasmania are probably
extremely ciose to New Zealand
dairy operations. South Australia is
in a position to expand and needs
young dairy farmers similar to New
Zealand's sharemilker set up,
where dairy farmers by the age of
40 or even less employ & sharefar-
mer.
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PASTORAL INDUSTRY (SOUTH
AUSTRALIA) AWARD

Members are advised that there have been NO changes to the State Pastoral Award.
Current rates are:

CURRENT S.A. PASTORAL AWARD WAGE RATES

ADULT RATES per 40 hour week without keep ($) :
Station Hand - less than 12 months experience. . . .283.90
Station Hand - more than 12 months experience . . .286.10

General StationHand. . . . .................. 288.10
JUVENILE RATES - per 40 hour week without keep ($) :
Age Rate Age BRate Age Rate
15 127.75 17 156.15 19 212.95
16 141.95 18 184.55 20 255.20
SUPERANNUATION

As of July 1 1989 employers were obliged to pay into an approved superannuation
fund 3% of their employees gross earnings at that time, (i.e. 3% calculated on the
minimum award as above, not deducted).

DAILY RATES

The minimum rates to be paid to adult workers engaged by the day is $56.78 per
day.

The minimum rates to be paid to juvenile workers engaged by the day shall be
one-fifth of the above weekly rates without keep.

These award rates are a minimum figure. As an employer, variations from them are
at your discretion, but only in an upward manner.

NEW AWARD

A hearing is due in the State Industrial Court to decide a new Pastoral Award. We
will publish the revised figures as soon as possible.

Remember those of you who are only SADA members, you are bound only by the State
Award. Matching the Federal Award is at your discretion.

NB The Federal Award has recently changed and members need to be mindful of wage
rates relativiiy and keeping employees.

The new Federal rates as from September 10 1990 are:

FEDERAL AWARD

ADULT RATES per 40 hour week without keep ($) -
Station Hand - less than 12 months experience. . . .303.90
Station Hand - more than 12 months experience . . .321.30

General StationHand. . . .. ................. 328.30
JUVENILE BRATES per 40 hour week without keep ($) :
Age Rate Age Rate Age Rate
15 136.75 17 167.15 19 227.90

16 151.95 18 197.55 20 373.50




FROM OVERSEAS

CAN YOUR SCC GET TOO LOW?

As somatic cell counts in dairy cows are progressively lowered to
improve milk quality and profitability, some farmers have ques-
tioned whether very low SCC levels may put animals at greater risk

' of mastitis infections due to reduced immunity in the mammary
FROM THE USA gland. Research conducted at Virginia Tech, USA, assessed this
issue. Results gave no evidence that cows with low SCC were at
any greater risk of infection than those with moderate levels, and
while differences were small, there were indications that the low SCC animals were less
prone to contagious mastitis. Generally, low SCC herds are only prone to environmental
mastitis, which can produce dramatic symptoms, but is usually confined to a few (usually
stressed) animals and does not pose a risk to the whole herd.

stmmas) TEAT CANAL DIAMETER & SOMATIC CELL
S&W%Y COUNT

A case-control study on matched pairs of cows in 2 counties of
Norway indicated a strong positive association between teat canal
diameter (TCD) and somatic cell count (SCC) in milk. The study
indicated further a highly significant association between leakage of
milk and high SCC and a significant association between teat injury
and high SCC. Finally, an association between the shape of the teat end and SCC that was
nearly significant (p = .067) when considered in isolation, was shown to exist through its
dependency on TCD. A flat or inverted teat end is associated with a large TCD while a
pointed or round teat end tends to have a smaller TCD.

FROM NORWAY

DESIGNER MILK FOR THE 1990s

in the next decade there is a possibility that British dairy farmers
could develop ‘‘designer milk’’, made to strict specifications for
different milk products.

FROM BRITAIN “The composition of mil_k affects its’vall.xe and is _contrgllable at the
point of production,” claims Frank Harding, technical director of the
Milk Marketing Board for England and Wales. _
Clear market demand for antibiotic-free milk with low cell and bacterial counts is
demonstrated by almost universal use of quality payment schemes, and new European
Community legisiation on quality. Demand is market-ied, not driven by technology, he adds.
Milk at 3.9% butterfat produces 23% more butter than at 3%. milk fat and protein are vital
constituents of cheese. ‘‘The industry’s economic balance is based on compositional milk
quality. Demand is market-led, not driven by technology, he adds.
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And he predicts three distinct changes in dairy production:
o Demand from the dairy trade for purchasing milk of known compositional quality.
o Different quality specifications for each milk product.

0 Genetic selection of cattle and embryo multiplication to help change national milk
quality relatively quickly to enhance specific characteristics. ‘‘Defining these
characteristics will be the major challenge of the 1990s,’" says Mr. Harding.

EFFECTS OF NUTRITION ON FERTILITY

Two major risk periods in the production cycle of dairy cows have been identified by UK
Milk Marketing Board scientists. Energy intake is seen as the most important factor
influencing fertility with the two crucial periods being the latter stages of the dry period, and
during the first week of lactation when the sudden change in nutrient requirement can
exceed the cows’ ability to adapt to these lactation demands. Cows should be dried off at
the body condition score which they are expected to caive down at Milk protein leveis
should be monitored closely as these are an accurate indication of the herd’s energy status,
and declining levels usually indicate an energy deficiency.

SAFER SYRINGE COULD HELP CUT MASTITIS

A simple piece of plastic developed by the animal health company Upjohn could help
farmers reduce their mastitis bills. The UK company has launched a new dry cow therapy
antibiotic, Tetra-delta Dry Cow, this is coupled with a small plastic cap which fits over the
end of the syringe permitting only partial insertion. The company claims that this partial
insertion prevents the teat canal being stretched and damage occurring to the natural
protective coating usually present. The risk of teat damage is reduced and the risk of
re-introducing infection into the udders of dry cows minimized. .In USA trials with 86 dry
cows, 17 treated with the full insertion of the syringe has new infections when they came
back into milk compared with seven using the partial insertion technique.

DISEASE & TOXINS IN SUBFERTILE DAIRY HERDS

After evaluating the breeding and nutritional programmes of a
subfertile dairy herd, farmers should then focus on infectious diseases
and toxins as potential causes of reduced reproductive performance.
Current knowledge suggests infectious agents and toxins, such as
NEW ZEALAND  |eptospirosis, haemophilus somnus infection, bovine rhinotracheitis,

bovine viral diarrhoea, mycotoxicosis and nitrate toxicity, play a role in

the failure of fertilization and embryonic death. While toxins and
infectious agents are capable of causing failure of fertilization or embryonic death, relatively
few have been demonstrated as causes of reproductive failure.

BOBBY CALVES ARE MORE VALUABLE THAN EVER

It is vital that drug residue contamination of bobby calf veal be avoided if trade with the USA
is to continue. The main causes of residue problems involve the use of antimicrobial drugs
to treat animals with scours and ignoring the withholding period for meat and milk for the
antibiotics in use. Young scouring calves are best treated by fluid replacement therapy
which involves feeding water and glucose combined with electrolytes. The scouring calf
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should be isolated immediately, milk feeding stopped and two litre of electrolyte solution fed
twice daily for two days. Diluted milk should not be fed as it fails to clot and aggravates the
scours.

AG-VANTAGE DAIRY - EFFICIENT HERD MANAGEMENT

Ag-Vantage Dairy is a computer based herd management system which can provide dairy
farmers with instant information on the status of individual cows in the herd. Designed to be
“user-friendly”’ towards the non-computer oriented dairy farmer, the system covers major
dairy management categories including production, lactation status, breeding, reproductive
performance, pregnancy reporting, and medical records. Also provided are management
statistics on natural calving interval compared to Al calving interval, a comparison of
conception rates of first, second and subsequent joinings, statistical information on the
success of heat detection and monitoring of mastitis control programmes.

MASTITIS CONTROL PRACTICES - DIFFERENCES BETWEEN
HERDS WITH HIGH AND LOW SOMATIC CELL COUNTS |

Effects of differences in herd mastitis control management in maintaining low herd average
SCC, was studied. Herds were visited annually for 2 years by a technician who collected
samples and recorded data. Milking time hygiene practices, teat dipping, and dry cow
therapy were practiced with equal frequency on low and high herds. Differences in function
and maintenance of milking equipment did not discriminate between herd groups. Managers
of excellent control herds more frequently had highest producers milked first and clinical
cows milked last; had automatic milking unit detachers; kept moisture content of cow
bedding lower, and had workers disinfect teat ends prior to intramammary antibiotic
treatment. Managers of low herds were more likely to use computers and attend dairy
information meetings. Results suggest subtle differences in mastitis control strategies
RO
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The ongoing issue of Market Milk discipline and particularly
U.H.T. sales across borders has been positively addressed
at national level. S.A.D.A. together with other state
organisations are committed to a simultaneous approach
to State Ministers of Agriculture on the issue, to ensure
the subject is on the agenda of the Australian Agricultural
Council in February.

As a result of the December 6 meeting, Lynn Arnold made
a positive commitment to ensure the matter will be discussed
at the national forum.

Terry and I met with the Minister of Primary Industry,
John Kerin on December 10. A broad range of subjects were
discussed, including the continuing volatile export market
(as a result of the unsuccessful GATT round) and the

dramatic increase of interstate U.H.T. milk sales 1in
Adelaide. Last year total U.H.T. sales exceeded 7 million
litres.

* Minister John Kerin was strongly committed to 2 main issues:

1. The necessity to shore up the Market Milk industry
in Australia.

2. A personal guarantee that market milk issues including
U.H.T. will be on the agenda of the February
Agricultural Council meeting.

Dairy Industry Review Chairman, Peter Day, has now accepted
the relativity of the national market milk industry. and

will meet Pat Rowley in January to discuss broader national
issues.

Environmental Factors

The Mount Lofty Ranges Supplementary Development Plan No.?2
was released recently.

In broad terms, it is the intention of the State Government
to retain the Mt. Lofty Ranges for agricultural purposes
but the éventual outcome will require a lot more debate.
I understand that there is not unanimous agreement between
the relevant government departments at this stage.

Effluent and farm management 1is becoming more of a focal
point, particularly on the River Murray swamps and the lower
South East. The Dept. of Agriculture has developed a

research project on total farm and effluent management and
submitted it to D.R.D.C.

The Ozone Strategy 1is .being closely monitored and plans
for increased cooling efficiency are being pursued. S.A.D.A.
will be discussing the concept of cheaper tariffs for milk
cooling with representatives from E.T.S.A. for the purpose
of effective use of thermal transfer.
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Central Council

On December 5 the first of possibly many Central Council
meetings was held at the Flaxley Research Centre. The venue
is central for most delegates, has an ideal meeting room and
has ample parking space. .

With planned Unity with S.E.D.A. on July 1, 1991, the
organisational structure of the newly combined dairy group
will continue to be strongly debated by both S.A.D.A. and
S.E.D.A. Central Councils.

Challenges Ahead

Vice Presidents Roger Basham and Ian Newman, Terry and I
recently attended the annual meeting of the Australian Dairy
Industry Conference in Melbourne. Among other issues the name

of ADIC has been changed from Conference to Council.

In his speech to the ADIC Full Conference the Minister for
Primary Industries and Energy, Mr. John Kerin, congratulated
the industry on 1its record of impressive achievements, but
went on to say that the industry is facing continuing pressures
on both the supply and demand sides. The industry will need
to build into its policies for the future, strategies that
will allow it to cope with a continuing hostile market. Mr.
Kerin suggested that the dairy industry should be putting
together a coherent set of strategies for the future, building
on past gains.

I will be attending an ADIC workshop from 10th - 12th February
to put together such strategies as necessary, using the
forthcoming IC inquiry as the catalyst to focus on future policy
post 1992, when the Kerin Plan terminates.

Other exciting projects to be tackled by SADA in the new year
are: -

1. Co-operation with, and assistance to, Professor Harold
Woolhouse - Dean - elect of the new Faculty of Agriculture
and Natural Resource Sciences of the University of
Adelaide. The new faculty will be formed on January
1st 1991 with the merger of Roseworthy and the Waite
Institute.

The opening of the new dairy at Roseworthy College on
December 10 is an excellent first stage of strengthening
the animal production unit of the newly combined
educational facility. The effort of the staff at
Roseworthy is commendable and particular congratulations
must go to the Manager of the Field Services Department,
John Rothwell and Dairy Manager Jack Bramley.

2. The encouragement of young students to become involved
with our industry. We are currently planning a project
to expose junior secondary students to ocur: industry via
the excellent Flaxley Research Centre with a particular
focus on better use and understanding of the ADC computer
program “Farming the Dairy Good Way."
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3. On January

17 there will be an

inaugural

meeting for

the purpose of developing a high profile joint Milking

Facility (with state-of-the art technology) at the
Wayville Show Grounds. With total industry support,
coupled with the enthusiasm of ADC State Manager Bob
Snewin,

By

enhanced.

I am sure an excellent facility will be achieved.
incorporating the concept of public viewing our goal

of lifting the profile of our industry will be further

I wish to thank the staff and all those members and industry
people who have given me excellent support during this year.
I extend my best wishes for a happy and holy Christmas to

you all and wish you a prosperous New Year.
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ALLAN MANNING.

has announced that super-
annuation for pastoral in-
dustry workers would be
the focus of inspections by
his Department.

Inspectors  will, as a
priority, check compliance
with occupational super-
annuation requirements
and provide back-up infor-
mation.

Senator Cook said the new
priority inspections were in
response to recent Depart-
mental investigations
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The Minister for Industrial toral Occupational Super-
Relations, Senator Cook, anppuation Award by

employers.

“A three per cent payment
into industry-based  super-
annuation was part of the
National Wage Case decision
in 1987 and has applied to
the pastoral industry since 5
December 1988, said Sena-
tor Cook.

“As there is an unsatisfactory
level of compliance to this
award, our concern is that
employers in the industry are
unaware of their obligations
regarding occupational super-

annuation."’

The Minister said that super-
annuation contributions
were compulsory for
employers who are party to

‘the Pastoral Industry Super-

annuation Award and failure
to make the contributions
could result in prosecution.

“Contributions must be paid
into one of two approved
funds stipulated in the
Award”’, said Senator Cook.

“Payments made to another
fund will not satisfy award
requirements”’.

Employers and workers
requiring further information
on occupational super-
annuation shouid contact
their associations or the
Department of Industrial
Relations.
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CALF RUN

It has been decided by VicStock that with minimal calf
numbers the VicStock - SADA Calf Run will go into recess until
February - March 1991. A new run in the Southern Fleurieu 1is
proposed to be added to .the Central Hills and River Murray runs

in 1991.

To all members who supported
the run SADA says thank you and
we trust the increased returns
have been appreciated. Wwith a
short recess for the Calf Run
we will see how the market place
reacts to those few calves that
will be sold.

The next edition. of the
Journal will =run a feature on
calf run times, pick up points
and introduce the people involved
in 1981.

Terry Inglis.

Too Late

Why fs it? A men wekes vp in the murning
after sleeping on an advertised . bed, in
cdvertised pajamas. He will bathe in an
advertised tub, wesh with advertised soap,
sheve with an cdvertised razor, have a breakfast
of advertised juice, cereal and toast [toasted in
an advertised toaster], put on adveriised clothes
and glance at his advertised weatch.

[l

Hewill ride to work in an advertised car, sit at
an edvertised desk, smoke adveriised cigarettes —=.
and write with an advertised pen. Yet this man
hesiictes to edvertise, saying tha! acvertising
does not pay. Finally, when his unagveriised
business goes under, he will advertise it for scle.
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NEW FARMGATE PRICE FOR MARKET MILK

As of December 14 the new Gazetted Farmgate Price 1s 41.14 cents
per litre. Already you will be aware of this fact but just to confirm
any rumours and quell any mistakes.

| B am  ma aaaan  pa ome

MOUNT LOFTY RANGES SUPPLEMENTARY DEVELOPMENT PLAN (SDP)
NUMBER 2. / BAROSSA VALLEY S.D.P.

All members: who reside in the Mount Lofty Ranges and Barossa
Valley are urged to obtain copies of these Supplementary Development
Plans, read them as soon as. possible and develop gquestions that need
answering.

If you feel you have a particular case that needs special
consideration there are two distinct actions you must take to make
your problems known.

(1) Make a personal submission outlining your problem to

The Secretary
Advisory Committee on Planning

Department of Environment and Planning
10th floor

55 Grenfell Street
ADELAIDE SA 5000
BY 23 JANUARY 1991.

and (2) Send a copy of your submission or if you are not making
a submission but want to raise gquestions, your gquestions to

Terry Inglis
SADA
1st Floor Aston House
13 Leigh Street
ADELAIDE. SA 5000
BY 15 JANUARY 1991.

or telepho your guestions to SADA (08) 231 3752 or Fax them (08)
231 9799 between 7 January and 16 January 1991,

TRANSACTION LEVY TO REPLACE SLAUGHTER LEVY.

As of 1 January 1991 the Slaughter Levy will be replaced by
a Transaction Levy. This will impact on calf prices and prices
obtained by selling through agents.

DAIRY COWS TRADED FOR DAIRY PURPOSES ARE EXEMPT FROM THE
TRANSACTION LEVY.

BOBBY CALVES HAVE A LEVY OF $1 PLACED ON THEM.

The next edition of the Journal will carry a full explanation

of the new levy. Any enguiries can be directed to SADA in the
meantime. :
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Dairy products

Vernon A Topp and Glenn |. Barry, Meat and Dairy Economtics Section

& World milk production and dairy
stocks are likely to increase in
1990-91.

N Returns to Australian milk
producers are expected to fall in 1990-
91 for the first time in four years.

No respite for world dairy prices
World prices for major dairy products have
fallen significantly during the first half of
1990. The downward trend in prices for
most products began in late 1989 and is
expected to continue in 1990-91 due to
high levels of milk production in the major
producing nations and increases in world
stocks of butter and skim milk powder.
The recent decision by the European
Community to increase export refunds for
dairy products is also likely to result in
lower world prices. Downward pressure
on market prices is also being exerted by
sales of cheap, low quality product by
some Eastern European nations. At the
same time, world consumption of most
dairy products remains subdued.

EC and Eastern European
oversupply prablems

The increases in EC export refunds for
dairy products are the result of continuing

excess milk supply in the Community, and
are designed to reduce the buildup in
dairy stocks by subsidising exports. The
oversupply problems were aggravated by
the European Community’s decision in
late 1989 to increase milk quotas by 1 per
cent in the 1989-90 season. Reductions in
quota in the short term are unlikely.

In Eastern Europe, milk production in
some countries is relatively unchanged
from previous levels despite a fall in
consumption as a result of the removal of
price controls. If the reductions in

World price and EC butter stocks Monthly
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Outlook for Australian dairy products

1987
-88

6127
1 668
4 439
1 697
3610

1988 1989
89 90,

6291 6262
1685 1695
4 606 4 566
1683 1637
3736 3825

1990
911

6 310
1 700
1610
1604
3934

Unit
Total milk production ML
- market - ML
- manufacturing ML
Dairy cow numbersa ‘000
Milk yields Ucow

Manufactured products

Butterp 94 96
Cheese < 176 191
Wholemilk powder 64 68
Skim milk powder 120 119

106 100
175 185
56 55
131 120
Returns to farmers
Manufacturing milk
Market milk

oL
oL

193
36.2

232
379

244
397

219
40.5

3 At 31 March. b Includes the butier equivalent of butterorl, buier

concentrate, ghee and dry buttertat p Preliminary. f ABARE torecast

consumption continue, it is likely that
surplus dairy products will be sold onto
world markets at relatively low prices.

Australian farm géte returns to fall

As a result of the fall in world prices, the
total value of Australian dairy exports in
1990-91 is forecast to fall by 23 per cent to
$533m. Given the current marketing
arrangements in Australia, domestic dairy
product prices will also fall in line with
world prices, and the average price of
manufacturing milk is forecast to fall for
the first time in four years.

While retumns are projected to fall, milk
production in 1990-91 is forecast to rise on
the basis of productivity increases and a
return to normal seasonal conditions. &
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DAIRY CONVENTION '91 - TOWARDS 2000
9-12 JuULY, 1991.

SADi has booked accommodation at the Kingtide Apartments 136
0ld Burleigh Road, BROADBEACH, QUEENSLAND - a few minutes walk
from the Convention venue, the CONRAD INTERNATIONAL HOTEL.

What we need are 40-46 starters to make this a trip to remember.
So why not dry the cows off in early July or get 1in a relief

milker or set the children to work and join in for a learning
experience.

Tentatively SADA has booked accommodation and organized a Premier
Roadlines coach with video, radio, toilets, air conditioning

and luggage bays to take 4 days to get to Fresh Directions and
14 - 2 days to get home.

The aim 1is to visit some NSW and/or Queensland dairy farms on
the way up to the Gold Coast.

The cost will be approximately $1,500 (Tax deductible cost)
all 1iInclusive per person. What we need are people to pay a
deposit of $750 by February 1 1991. We can then secure the
bus, the accommodation at the conference pay registration ($349

per delegate 1included 1in our price) and secure accommodation
en route.

So why not join in the learning experience.

So if you want to join the SADA attack on the FRESH DIRECTIONS

CONVENTION, fill in the YELLOW form enclosed, attach your deposit

cheque made payable to S.A. Dairyfarmers' Association and send
it In to FRESH DIRECTIONS TOUR, SADA, 1lst Floor-Aston
13 Leigh Street, ADELAIDE 5S4 5000 BY 1 FEBRUARY 1991.

House,
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DOUBTS OVER HIGH
PERFORMANCE COWS

?

British scientists are ques-
tioning the value of high
performance cows. Are they
really the most profitable, or
should farmers be looking
for a new selection method
to breed in profitability, not
performance?

Scientists at Edinburgh
University, Scotland, are
using a herd that has been
part of a selective breeding
programme using top index
bulls for 17 years. Heifer
replacements in the herd
have been selected on cow
genetic indices (CGIl) and
the herd is top in Britain on
average CGl.

A control herd has been run
alongside the selected cows
since 1976 to monitor pro-
duction improvement com-
parisons. The selection pro-
gramme has so far lifted fat
plus protein of milk yields by
19%. Now the scientists are
looking at the effects of
selection on profitability.

Food intake records show
high genetic merit cows
have bigger appetites, out-
weighed by increased fat
and protein production,
leading to improved effi-
ciency and more profit.

Two Feed Levels

The diet for both groups was
high concentrate with low

forage. The scientists are to
test the selected cows on low
feed input systems to see if
the animals will respond and
continue to show advantages
over the control herd.

The two groups are now on
two levels of feed, one high
input with 40% concentrates,
the other on low input with
20% concentrates and high
forage intakes. The feed is
recorded by using electronic
gates, and 30 cows make up
each group in the 120-strong
herd.

Last year, the cows comple-
ted their first lactation on the
feed regimes. Early results
from performance data show
the selected cows out-perfor-
med the control animals in
milk vyield, fat and protein
production, and margin over
feed and fertilizer costs,
whether on low or high feed
regimes.

Dr. Geoff Simm, an animal
breeding specialist with the
research team, said: “in
either system, choosing a bull
producing high merit daught-
ers will produce higher pro-
fit."

Lifetime Efficiency

“One fascinating point from
this early data is that fat plus
protein production is the
same from the high merit

cows on low concentrates
as it is from the control
cows on high input, more
costly feed. Milk Yield is
lower, but margins are bet-
ter from the high line, so
breeding is as important as
feeding.”

Dairy farmers will get the
advantage of high perfor-
mance bulls on both feed-
ing systems. Little dif-
ference was recorded in
reproductive  performance
from the two feeding sys-
tems, slightly favouring the
high forage regime.

Dr. John Oldham, head of
animal nutrition at the Edin-
burgh School of Agricul-
ture, said: ‘‘We want to
know if. there are dif-
ferences in lifetime effi-
ciency and to see if high
performance in one lac-
tation is balanced out by
the subsequent one. I
would expect to see a cycli-
cal pattern.”

The scientists have linked
up with the UK’s Holstein-
Friesian breed society to
study lifetime profitability,
and with the Milk Marketing
Board's Genus Breeding
Division to predict intake
and efficiency of cows in
each lactation.
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